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Sjmonsis of Plot: Two hosts llving in housc in erkcley Sousre, watching pageant of
the eenturics untll they arc rcleased by a royal visitor.

Rovicw by: Jorn P. Durte.

Tore arc, complainsthe prospective buver of the housc, "Wo “Mightingales" in
Bevkeley Scuare. Put there arc ghosts - two armmy officers condomned to haunt the
house until a royal visitor comes, when they will be releascd. Ther attempt to intor-
fere in human affairs in order to biing about such a visit, i it is not uatil +the
1914-1918 war that they have any success and are allowed, sollant old warricrs, slowly
to fade aiay.

fnyone who is familiar with the hilarious work of ralms and Simon will knew what
o oxpect. Thesc ghosts come in contact with the notabilitics of cvery generaticn.

45 in DOM'T, MR. DISRAELT (of which theorc 1s onc amsing ccho in this book) the authors
polze fun at cveryone and everything: Doctor Joimson produces o bad witticism that is
gsourned by Boswell; IMis. Siddons is plungel Into difficultics; the baby Thomas
Carlyle demands to be talkon to Parls to scc the besinmning of the French Revolutilon;
Caplbain Bligh is half-way home before he rcaliscs that he has forpotten to have the
miiny on the "Bounty" . . . no-onc is sparcd.

Tou may resard the presence of the ghosts os no more than an exousc to provide
a succession of anusing incidents loosely strunsg together. As a devotec of these
magnificent mmordasts T would accept any excusc for such a fesst of merriment. JAftcer
e slightly ragped stert the Dook 7cts under way and kept me rcading avidly te the end.
There is_a divine lack of logic, a frecdom {rom worries about snachronism, that nust
apvpeal Lo anyone with a well=developed s.nse of Immour. Some of the scenes asre as
delishtfully inconscoucntial as a good "shagey dog" story. Iven without the ghostliy
thane this Hook would be classcd os Pantesy., and for those who have a fondncss for
hat is loosely celled the "whacly" type of humour, is definitely indispensable.

Those who know Dialms and Simon will find cchoces of previous farces - the above-
nentioned Disracli cpisode and onc reminisceace of A BULLET IM THT TATIRT. Himorxists
can wdddthose books to thelr went list even though they are not fantasy.






